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Dear Parent/Carer 

We have started our Covid testing programme and so far have tested the majority of students who 
are currently attending school. Those staff working in school are being tested on a daily basis. 
However, the Department For Education (DFE) has just announced a temporary halt to this process, 
as recommended by Public Health England (PHE). This is due to the spread of the new Covid variant 
and PHE have asked for more time to look at evidence of the effectiveness of daily testing as 
opposed to isolation. We will follow government guidelines on this when they provide us with 
further updates. 
 
The school continues to be open for key worker and vulnerable students and I have attached the 
DFE criteria for both groups at the bottom of the page. The vast majority of our staff and students 
are working from home and our remote learning plan continues to improve, with an even greater 
variety of online lessons on offer. We also have paper based work that can be collected from school 
if required. 
 
As we move through the pandemic, it is essential that we try and keep our transmission rates to a 
minimum, protect the NHS and save lives and we strongly recommend that students stay at home 
and work remotely at present. We appreciate the strain this may place on parents/carers and we 
are working with those families who require any additional support. 
 
There is no further news on the Year 11 examination process as this is still at the consultation stage. 
Information will be shared with you once final decisions have been made by the government . 
 
Children of critical workers and vulnerable children who can access schools or educational settings 
 
Ian Noble 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 
Free School Meals 
 
As the voucher scheme will be up and running by Monday 25 January 2021 there will be no food 
available in school – students entitled to free school meals must bring a packed lunch.  If students 
arrive without a packed lunch parents will be contacted and food will have to be dropped off at 
school or your child will be sent home. 
 
 
School Maintenance Works 
 
Week commencing 8 February 2021 we will have essential maintence being carried out in our bistro 
area.  Students in school will eat their packed lunches in an alternative break out area for this week 
only.  There will be no access to this area and alternative routes around school will have to be used. 
 
 

School Laptops 
 

After contacting all parents/carers to survey students access to IT at home, we have secured an 
extra 98 laptops to support the most disadvantaged students with remote learning. These laptops 
shall begin to be issued next week but must be collected and the loan agreement signed by a 
parent/carer. The families who requested support should check their emails for information as to 
how and when to collect student laptops from reception.  In order to reduce risk, and ensure 
social distancing, we shall endeavor to invite families in at specific times. Please ensure that 
you communicate with the school, through the website, if you are unable to attend at 
the allocated time. If your circumstances have changed and you no longer require assistance, then 
please let the school know and these valuable resources can be repurposed to support other 
students.  
 
There have also been a number of private donations by parents, former students, 
local businesses and further education establishments. These laptops and tablets are being cleaned 
and repurposed in order to be allocated to other students who have requested IT support. This IT 
support makes a huge difference to students who may not meet the DFE’s criteria for 
a Government laptop but who still need our support to enable them to make good progress and 
access learning. If you or your employer has any IT such as laptops, desk tops, tablet devices or high 
quality smart phones which are no longer used, and you are willing to donate to be repurposed, 
then please contact school through the website with details. We can arrange for collection of 
devices where required. These donated devices shall make a huge difference to students who may 
have to share devices with siblings or whose circumstances may have changed recently due to the 
pandemic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


