
 

Head Teacher Newsletter 
 

Easter 2022 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

It has been an interesting week in the world of education with the publication of the new 

white and green papers from the government detailing their education strategy for the next 

ten years. We have attached a summary of these papers, which contains some of the key 

points about the proposed changes. We will be responding to some of those aspects soon and 

will keep everyone informed of when any changes will be made. 

 

One requirement that the government has made is that all schools must follow a 32.5 hour 

week from September 2023. Our current school week totals 31.25 hours per week and we 

had begun to look at this, with a view of changing it for this coming September.  We had an 

excellent response from a parent and staff questionnaire and from student voice and it was 

clear that most people want us to change the school day to a later start of 8.45am. However, 

with the government announcement, we need to add 15 minutes per day onto our current 

time to reflect the new national expectations from the Department of Education. Our school 

day has worked very well for us for over 5 years, with limited time for break and lunchtime, 

but maximising our learning time with over 5.5 hours dedicated to teaching throughout the 

school day. We also run an excellent after school provision to support learning, with 

intervention for GCSE students and many additional clubs which help build excellent 

relationships between staff and students.  
 

After the Easter break, we will be looking at further school day models and will make a 

decision as to how we are going to use the additional 15 minutes per day. As always, you will 

hear about any proposed changes as soon as we make our decision.  
 

We will be linking with Boldon Community Association to provide food and resources for the 

food bank for our local community. Students and parents can donate any items to the food 

bank and we will have a drop off point in our Bistro.  

 

We are also working with South Tyneside Homes and local councillors to clean up the burn 

area at the back of the school. As part of their PSHE lessons, one of our Year 7 tutor groups 

will pick up litter on a fortnightly basis and be armed with litter pickers and a bag. Year 7 

tutors and leaders will supervise the collection. The litter pick will only be in the Summer and 

Autumn term when the weather is suitable. We are working really well as a school to ensure 

that litter does not collect in our school grounds and in the local community and this is one 

pledge in our environmental programme.  

 

I would like to wish Mr Tony Gill, Head Teacher at Hedworth Lane primary school a very happy 

retirement. Tony has been an exceptional Head Teacher for many years and been a great 

supporter of our school. We wish him all the best for the future. 

 

A reminder to all parents that our school closes on Thursday 7 April (today) as we take our 

Jubilee allocated holiday and I hope that all families have a lovely Easter and have some rest 

and relaxation time over the next two weeks. We look forward to seeing all students return 

to school on Monday 25 April for the summer term.  

 

Ian Noble 

Head Teacher 

 



Free School Meal Vouchers 
 

The vouchers for those eligible for Free School Meals were issued on Monday 4 April.  The 

amount is £25 per child per week for the two Easter holiday weeks. 
 

Covid 19 Test Kits 
 

Following guidance from the DfE (see below), no further testing kits will be given to any 

student. 
 

Changes to measures and guidance for managing COVID-19 in education and childcare 

settings from Friday 1 April: 
 

On Tuesday 29 March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, set out 

the next steps for living with COVID-19 in England from Friday 1 April. 
 

Updated guidance will advise: 
 

● adults with the symptoms of a respiratory infection, and who have a high temperature 

or feel unwell, should try to stay at home and avoid contact with other people until they feel 

well enough to resume normal activities and they no longer have a high temperature 
● children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay 

at home and avoid contact with other people. They can go back to school, college or childcare 

when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend 
● adults with a positive COVID-19 test result should try to stay at home and avoid 

contact with other people for 5 days, which is when they are most infectious. For children and 

young people aged 18 and under, the advice will be 3 days 

The population now has much stronger protection against COVID-19 than at any other point 

in the pandemic. This means we can begin to manage the virus like other respiratory 

infections, thanks to the success of the vaccination programme and access to antivirals, 

alongside natural immunity and increased scientific and public understanding about how to 

manage risk. 
 

For education and childcare settings from Friday 1 April: 
 

● Regular asymptomatic testing is no longer recommended in any education or childcare 

setting, including in SEND, alternative provision and children’s social care settings. Therefore, 

settings will no longer be able to order test kits. 

Medication In School 

 

Please be reminded if you want your child to have medication in school (including 

paracetamol) there is paperwork to be completed.  Please contact the school office to 

arrange. 

 

Attendance 

As always we encourage students to be present every school day. The aim should be for 

students to attend 100% of the time. Students who miss school frequently can fall behind 

with their work and do less well in exams. If your child is to be absent from school, then please 

make sure you contact the absence line as soon as possible.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-sets-out-next-steps-for-living-with-covid?utm_source=31%20March%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


Easter Attendance Rewards 

An Easter attendance draw took place every break time in the last two weeks of term. 

Students who were in school from 30/03/22 were entered into the daily draw with a chance 

of winning a prize.  Many prizes were given out over the 8 days and the students enjoyed 

being involved.  We also had rewards for students with attendance of 95.1% and above on 

Monday 3rd April and Tuesday 4th April. Students were able to choose from a movie in the 

theatre, crafts and a variety of sports.  All reward events were successful and students 

enjoyed taking part.  

We are looking to develop our rewards programme further and hope to include more 

students in Summer term events.  

Punctuality 

We have an increasing number of students who are late to school on a regular basis. It is 

important that your child gets to school for 8:25am and is in their first lesson ready to learn 

for 8:30am.  If your child gets a bus to school please make sure they use a service that will get 

them to school on time.  Students are issued with a 30-minute detention for lateness and if it 

persists it can result in time in the BSC.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 Exams 

 

Our Year 11 students continue to work hard completing Btec coursework and 

assessments and preparing for final GCSE exams in the summer term. They are to be 

commended for their attitude during this stressful time! Staff are running some 

Intervention/Revision sessions during the Easter holidays and you will have been notified if 

your child has been invited to attend. 

A copy of your child’s individual summer timetable was sent home this week so that you have 

a record of when their exams are. We also gave a copy to your child. If you have any queries 

regarding their timetable, or anything exam related, please contact Mrs Olley, Examinations 

Officer, at school. 

Please find below a link to some useful information for students and parents on the lead up 

to the summer examination season. 

  

https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents/ 

 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/information-for-candidates-documents/


Ukraine Appeal 

 

The staff and students at Boldon School have been fundraising for the 

devastating crisis in Ukraine. Working together as always, the community has 

been united in organising a bake sale, a blue and yellow clothes day, a badge 

sale and a raffle.  

 

Many thanks to everyone who has been a 

part of these events. Thanks also to the 

parents/carers who have donated either 

in person, or online via our website. The 

total raised so far is £1500. 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Update 

 

Forces and Motion Workshop for Year 8 

 

 

Year 8 students took part in a forces and 

motion workshop this half term. They built 

their own propeller powered wooden cars 

and created water tornados using magnets 

and motors. They even got to watch the 

visitor break dance as an added bonus! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Science trips 

 

Years 9 and 10 will have the opportunity to visit Northumbria university and work with 

undergraduate students on DNA analysis in April. Looking ahead to July, they will also be 

attending a net zero STEM conference held at St James' Park where they will engage with 

various activities focused on improving the climate crisis. 

 

 
  



 

Ski Trip 2022 

Boldon School had a very successful ski trip to Austria from Friday 18 March 2022 to Friday 

25 March 2022. Over 80 students and 7 staff were on the trip.  With glorious weather all week 

every student either learnt to ski or improved their skiing ability.  The behaviour and attitude 

of every student was exemplary and a credit to themselves and the school. 

It was a memorable experience for all students involved and will hopefully stay with them for 

a long time.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sporting Achievements: 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Students have continued with their volunteering at Tilesheds Nature Reserve. Students have 

been working collaboratively with Groundworks to tidy up the reserve, completing tasks such 

as tree felling and litter picking. Our students have shown great initiative and resilience 

throughout the sessions so far. They are a credit to themselves and our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kick Off @3 

A team of Years 8 and 9 students attended the Kick off@3 event at Maiden Castle in Durham 

for a gloriously sunny day of football. Kickoff@3 is a collaborative initiative set up by two 

passionate men with the goal to inspire, motivate, engage and 

support young people from all backgrounds through the 

medium of sport, music and other imaginative ideas. The 

event at Maiden Castle was set up by Kick off@3 in 

collaboration with Durham Constabulary. The students 

performed extremely well against some tough opposition and 

showed some really good skills. The team finished 4th in their 

group, but despite this positioning, the team were offered a 

place in the final by Michael Wallace, the cofounder of Kick 

off@3. He said our students displayed great teamwork, 

morals, and their general display of behaviour was exemplary. 

As well as a great team performance, Annie R, our goalkeeper 

from Year 8 was also awarded ‘Keeper of the Tournament’. 

Well done to everyone involved! We are very proud of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 Rugby League 

Our Year 7 boys were absolutely phenomenal in their 

first ever rugby league tournament at Kingston Park. 

Our very inexperienced side got off to a slow start, 

losing to a very organised, physical and experienced 

Ponteland team. However, a hefty defeat did not 

deter our lads, as they went on to win their next 3 

games against St Joseph’s, John Spence and 

Whickham School. We were blown away by the 

togetherness, resilience and passion our lads 

displayed and they were treated to a great display by 

Newcastle Thunder on the night. Some of our 

students also had the opportunity to get their boots, 

water bottles and bags signed by some of the 

Thunder’s players. A great afternoon/night was had 

by all!  

 

Leadership 

 

● 30 Year 8 students have completed their 2nd course in Tennis leadership-where they 

have looked how to score a tennis match in preparation for Primary Tennis tournaments at 

East Boldon Tennis Club in the Summer term. 

● 6 Year 10 leaders have helped Bryan Levey run a Primary Hockey festival. 

● 3 Year 10 girls helped Bryan referee the Primary girls football festival at Temple Park. 

 

Year 9 Leadership Academy  

 

Our young leaders were given the task to organise and deliver their own extracurricular club 

from the South Tyneside School Sport Network. They decided to organise a Tchoukball club 

(popular at Boldon School) aimed at year 7 students. Their organisation, passion, enthusiasm 

and knowledge has been exceptional and we have been so proud witnessing our young 

leaders develop their leadership skills and qualities but also develop as young people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Activ8 Years 7 and 8 Girls and Boys Football 

 

Our Year 8 boys and girls participated in the activ8 football tournament where both teams 

played well. For some of our students, this was the first time they represented the school and 

this did not phase them one bit! Our boys team came out on top of the group and claimed a 

goal medal whilst our girls team came runners up and only lost by 1 point. Their attitudes and 

effort from the start was fantastic. Well done to all those involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 8 and 9 Girls Football 

 

Our Years 8 and 9 Girls finished top of the South Tyneside CVL. The girls went unbeaten in 2 

rounds of fixtures scoring a total of 22 goals, conceding 3 and finishing with a total of 19 

points. The girls have been fantastic and their attitudes should be commended. The girls are 

now through to the county finals where they will represent South Tyneside. This will take 

place after the Easter holidays where we hope they can go the distance! They should be 

extremely proud of themselves for what they have achieved so far. 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 Football 

 

The Year 7 boys were outstanding in their final league game of the season winning 3-2 against 

St Wilfrids. Boldon fell a goal behind early in the game but were soon level via a phenomenal 

strike from player of the season Oliver H. We were soon behind again when St Wilfrids 

smashed home a freekick but the lads battled on and goals from Mohammad A and Scott CA 

gave Boldon a deserved 3-2 win.  

 

Years 7 and 8 Development Football 

 

Both Years 7 and 8 development football teams showed outstanding attitudes and application 

when playing in their first football fixtures against Hebburn and Whitburn. Although the 

students did not come out with the desired result they never gave up and continued to 

develop their skills and confidence throughout the game.  

 

 

Education Updates 

White Paper link 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/schools-white-paper-delivers-real-action-to-level-

up-education 

Green Paper link 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-and-ap-green-paper-responding-to-

the-consultation/summary-of-the-send-review-right-support-right-place-right-time 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/schools-white-paper-delivers-real-action-to-level-up-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/schools-white-paper-delivers-real-action-to-level-up-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-and-ap-green-paper-responding-to-the-consultation/summary-of-the-send-review-right-support-right-place-right-time
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-and-ap-green-paper-responding-to-the-consultation/summary-of-the-send-review-right-support-right-place-right-time

