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Revision strategies and subject

advice book booklet for students and
parents




Dear Students and Parents,

We hope you find this booklet useful; it includes
key information about revision strategies and
utilising your memory to ensure exam success

IN the summer. The booklet includes
Information about how and when to revise, the
best strategies to use when revising and
information from your teachers about each
subject and what the exam entails. It also

Includes a revision timetable for your to fill in
and stick fo. The most successful students revise

early in the year, litffle and often and have a

structured approach to revision.

Good luck with your revision and up and
coming exames.

Boldgn School



Subject area

Key exam dates

Information from your teachers

English
language

English
Literatur
e

Maths

Separate
Science

Combined
Science

Mon 5 June English Language
paper 1 (1 hr 45)

Monday 12 June English
Language paper 2 (1 hr 45)

Wed 17 May Literature paper
1 (1 hr 45)

Wed 24 May Literature paper
2 (2 hrs 15)

Paper 1 Non calculator 19*"
May

Paper 2 Calculator 7t" June

Paper 3 Calculator 14" June

Biology Paper 1 16" May.
Chemistry Paper 1 22" May.
Physics paper 1 25" May.
Biology Paper 2 9*" June.
Chemistry Paper 2 13%" June.
Physics Paper 2 16 June.

Biology Paper 1 16" May.
Chemistry Paper 1 22" May.
Physics paper 1 25" May.
Biology Paper 2 9*" June.
Chemistry Paper 2 13%" June.
Physics Paper 2 16 June.

Paper 1- Fiction Extract Language Paper

The aim of this paper is to engage students in a creative text and inspire them
to write creatively themselves

Paper 2- Non-Fiction Extracts Language Paper

The aim of this paper is to develop students’ insights into how writers have
particular viewpoints and perspectives on issues or themes that are important
to the way we think and live our lives. It

Pupils need to be aware of:

The Strange Case of Doctor Jekyll and Mr Hyde - Robert Louis Stevenson
This module encourages students to read a text from the 19th century, with
good understanding, and make connections across their reading with other
Literature texts:

Macbeth - William Shakespeare

Love and Relationship Poetry or Love and Relationships Poetry

An Inspector Calls - J.B. Priestley

Revision materials

www.mathsgenie.co.uk videos, exam questions and
answers sorted by grade so students can find problems
and revision material at their level

GCSE Pod

www.corbettmaths.com free videos available from this
website, search for your desired revision topic
www.sparxmaths.co.uk homework and revision
materials provided by your maths teacher.

There will be revision flashcards available from the
maths department.

Students have been issued with a revision guide already. In addition to this they
will receive flash cards to test their knowledge.

Useful websites and resources:

GCSEpod- students already have their logins but this can be reissued if required.
Students can complete the “check and challenge” section which quizzes them
and then directs them to GCSEpods for areas which require development.
Savemyexams.co.uk- this has free past paper questions. Select Edexcel GCSE
science.

BBC bitesize.- students can make a free account and personalise the space to
include all their exam boards and subjects. BBC bitesize will keep a record of
how you have performed.

Students have been issued with a revision guide already. In addition to this they
will receive flash cards to test their knowledge.

Useful websites and resources:

GCSEpod- students already have their logins but this can be reissued if required.
Students can complete the “check and challenge” section which quizzes them
and then directs them to GCSEpods for areas which require development.
Savemyexams.co.uk- this has free past paper questions. Select Edexcel GCSE
science.

BBC bitesize.- students can make a free account and personalise the space to
include all their exam boards and subjects. BBC bitesize will keep a record of
how you have performed.



Subject area

Key exam dates

Information from your teachers

History
(AQA)

Geography
(AQA)

RE
(AQA)

French
(AQA)

Computer
Science

Paper 1 — 18th May (2 hours)

Paper 2 — 7th June (2 hours)

22" May 2022 - Living with the physical
environment - 22nd May 2022 (1h 30m)

Paper 2 Living with the human environment

- 9th June 2022 (1h 30m)
Paper 3 Geographical applications - 16th
June 2022

Component 1:
15th May 2023
1 hour 45 minutes

Component 2:
23rd May 2023
1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 3: Speaking window ends
May 22nd
Paper 1: Listening and Paper 2: Reading
May 23rd

Paper 4: Writing June 5th

Paper 1 Computer Systems - 19th May
2023

Paper 2 Computational Thinking,

Algorithms and Programming - 25th May

2023

For paper 1, students will be required to revise USA 1920 — 1973
and Conflict and Tension 1894 — 1918. Revision checklists for
these will be provided in class. For paper 2, students will be
required to revise Health and the People and Norman England.
Students will be answering 2 16 mark questions on this paper
either on disease, public health or surgery and Norman
Yorkshire. Students should revise the model answers for these
carefully along with the other topics on the revision checklists.

Sn paper 1 students cover three sections. The challenge of natural hazards
focuses on tectonic and weather hazards.

In paper 2, Students cover three sections. Section one, Urban Issues and
Challenges focuses on issues of urbanisation around the world, including case
studies on Lagos in Nigeria and Liverpool in the UK, as well as sustainable urban
living.

Component 1:The study of Religion.

All students will sit the Christianity paper and a Buddhism or Judaism
paper depending on their class.

Each paper consists of 5 questions on Beliefs and 5 questions on Practices.
This makes up 50% of the overall grade.

Component 2:Thematic Studies.

All students sit this paper and answer questions on 4 topics:
Theme A: Religion and Relationships

Theme B: Religion and Life issues

Theme D: Religion and War

Theme E: Religion and crime and punishment.

This makes up 50% of the overall grade

All 3 Themes are covered in each exam. 1: Identity and culture
2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest

3: Current and future study and employment

Break down your learning into smaller topics e.g. festivals, home and hometown.
Memorise your prepared answers to all 3 themes for your speaking exam. It will
support your learning for the other 3 exams too.

Revision Materials:

Paper 1 - Computer Systems

Systems Architecture

Memory and Storage

Computer Networks & Protocols

Network Security

Systems Software

Ethical, Legal, Cultural and Environmental impacts of digital technology

Paper 2 - Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming

Algorithms (Pseudocode and Flowcharts)

Programming Constructs (Sequence, Selection and Iteration)
IDE’s

Boolean Logic

Defensive Design

Producing robust programs

Data Types



Exam dates

Key information from teachers

Art, Photography and textiles

Technology

Performing Arts

Hospitality

April 2023

May 2023

March 2023

March 2023

Art, Photography and Textile students will
have a 2 day Art exam. A brief will have been
provided to students in Jan, which they start
to work on in class developing ideas. The 2
day exam is where students produce a final
piece from this initial work.

This forms 40% of the whole course.

Paper 1

Written exam: 2 hours
100 marks

50% of GCSE

Section A — Core technical principles (20
marks)

A mixture of multiple choice and short
answer questions assessing a breadth of
technical knowledge and understanding.

Section B — Specialist technical principles (30
marks)

Several short answer questions (2—5 marks)
and one extended response to assess a more
in depth knowledge of technical principles.

Section C — Designing and making principles
(50 marks)

A mixture of short answer and extended
response questions.

Completion of Unit 201E (practical
assessment)- deadline March 31st. This will
be combined with the result from CA Unit
212. The assessment is based on The Wizard
of Oz and students must research the text,
perform a scene, and evaluate their work.

3 hour Practical Exam in March. Students will
have worked on developing dishes for
production. The exam is where students
make these 2 dishes. This alongside the
background work forms 40% of the course.



Useful websites

Faculty area/ Subject

Useful websites

English

Maths

Science

Humanities and MFL

Art, Music and Technology

ICT and Vocational

GCSEPOD
Memrise — free revision app for English
Literature

Sparx Maths
Maths Genie
Corbett Maths

GCSEPOD
Savemyexams
BBC bitesize

* For Save my exams, choose Edexcel
Science

GCSEPod — History
Educake — Geography and History

Languagenut — MFL
Memrise - MFL

www.technologystudent.com

GCSEPod — Computer Science
Craig and Dave youtube channel
Knowitall Ninja revision system


http://www.technologystudent.com/

When should | revise? 4

When should | revise?

In order to revise effectively, you have to think hard. Thinking hard is tiring. Therefore, when
you revise, you should choose a time when find it easiest to focus. This should be a time when
you are well-rested and when you are used to working.

Revising when you are tired: Revising when you are well-rested:

i

Time Time

Focus
Focus

You should also take regular breaks when you revise. These breaks can be structured using a method called the
Pomodoro technique.

Revising without a break: Revising with small regular breaks:

Focus
n ;
Focus

Managing your time when revising
Pomodoro technique is highly effective as it helps you effectively manage your time and
work on a task without distractions. It is also beneficial as it helps you become more

disciplined and think about your work. This technique is designed to combat multitasking and
improve concentration.

._ Pomodoro

Technique
2
D
% Pick a task.. Set the timer (25 mins).. Get to work..

Stop when time up.. Record progress.. Take a 5 minute break..

ﬁ !]\S !]SS ﬂ
‘ ﬁ After the 4th pomodoro,  Continue until calling it

Get back to work.. take a longer break.. a day..



Why is our memory important to
understand when revising?

In recent years, there has been lots of research around the
science of learning and how we learn and retain information.

We have a certain amount of attention to pay and this can be
imited and can dramatically vary depending on the individual
or the environment.

Our working memory is where you do your thinking and where
you take in new information. It is finite and we can only absorb
a limited amount of information at a given time otherwise it gets
crowded (research suggests we can hold 5 things in our working
memory at one time).

|
Typical Forgetting Curve for Newly Learned Information
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Spacing 1

Summary: Spacing

+ Spacing is regularly revisiting material so that you are doing little and often instead of all at once. WHY2 This is because the

time in between allows you
to forget and re-learn the
information, which
cements it in your long-

To commit something to memory, it takes time and repetition. term memory

+ Doing a little amount regularly is more effective than doing a lot all at once. We do this so that we don't get swamped and
overwhelmed

Optimum $pacing

* Research suggests there is an ‘optimal gap' between revision sessions so you

Time to the test Revision Gap

can retain the information.
1 Week 1-2 days
* Ifthe test is in a month, you should review the information around once a week.
If the test is in a week, create time once a day.
| Month 1 week
Why use Spacing?
* Doing something little and often - spacing - beats doing it at once, or cramming 3 Months 2 weeks
* The time in between revision allows you to forget and re-learn the information,
which cements it in your long-term memory 6 Months 3 weeks
* It cements information into your long-term memory
+ We can leam more information over time than in one longer session
. N 1 Year 1 month
* It helps you revise more efficiently




? ways to use reirieval when revising

_ - .
Practice tests o Quizzes

P

Answering a
spoken question

Multiple Essay
choice tests answers

4

-\

Testing yourself Making your own Having someone-
on what was on questions and ask you 3 questions

your flashcards answering them about a topic

Retrieval practice is one of the most effective ways to revise. By answering questions
rather than merely reading or highlighting information, you're putting yourself in the
best position possible to succeed and remember as much of your subjects as possible.

Past papers, essays, multiple choice tests and flashcards are a great way of doing it.

k& Retrieval practice is defined by Mark Enser as ‘retrieving something from our memories
to make it easier to recall in future. If using it makes recall easier, surely this is a big win for
learning and the progress of our students. §




Be organised! Revision
Timetables

Planning when and what you are going to revise reduces the
number of decisions you need to make every day and will
reduce the risks of you not revising or your revision being
ineffective because you have left it until the last minute.

What are your
subjectse

Writing your timetable

- Write in everything you have planned prior to creating your
revision timetable. (Going out for teq, going to the gym,
playing sport etc)

- Write in upcoming exams & deadlines

. Not every space needs 1o be full - leave yourself time to
relax too!

. Focus on the subjects in RED first, these are the ones you
are least likely going to choose — but they are the highest
priority.

- Write in the subjects you are going to cover and when. Be
specific around what you will cover each time you sit down
an revise.



Revision timetable - Week 1 ;
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Flash Cards 7

Summary: How to use flash cards

Identify knowledge Colour coding Designing Using Feedback
What are you creating flash Use different coloured flash 1 Question per flashcard. Write your answers down, then How have you performed
cards on? cards for different topics. This check. Or say your answers out ~ when you look back at your
helps with organization NOT Making them concise and loud. This really clearly shows answers?
Do you have your knowledge recall clear. the gaps in your knowledge.
organizer? Is there anything you need to
Use a one word prompt, so that Do not just copy & re-read. revisit in more detail?
Use your book to look at you can recall as much as you
previous misconceptions from can. Shuffle the cards each time you Is your knowledge secure? If so,
whole class feedback. use them. move onto applying
No extended answer questions. knowledge in that area in
Use the Leitner system to use specific extended exam
flash cards everyday. questions.

Avoid answering the questions in your head: research shows that when you read a question and answer it

in your head, you aren’t actually testing your knowledge effectively. Say the answer out loud or write it
down before checking it against the card, so you are truly testing if you can explain the answer properly

Flash card top tips Frownt

- The most effective flashcards include one
question followed by one answer (or one

How tall is Mount Everest?

term followed by one definition). Back

- Don't force your brain to remember a
complex and wordy answer. It's easier for 8,848 metres above
your brain to process simpler information so sea level

split up your longer questions into smaller,
simpler ones.

- You will end up with more flashcards this way
but your learning will be a lot more effective.

1. Every card starts in Box 1.

2. If you get a card right, move it
to the next Box.

3. If you get the card wrong,

Tuesday & move it down a box —in the
—— original version you move it all
the way back to Box 1.




Self Quizzing 9

N,

Identify knowledge Review and create Cover and answer Self mark & reflect Next time
Identify knowledge/content Spend around 5-10 minutes Cover up your knowledge and Go back to the content and Revisit the areas where there
you wish to cover. reviewing content (knowledge answer the questions from self mark your answers in green were gaps in knowledge, and

organisers/class notes/text memory. pen. include these same questions

book) next time.

Take your time and where
Create x10 questions on the possible answer in full

content (If your teacher has not  sentences.
provided you with questions)

Ensure that you complete all subjects and all topics — not just the subjects you enjoy the most of find

easiest.
Practice makes perfect!

Follow the 5 step process to self quiz 3 topics of your choice.

Mark your answers in green pen and highlight specifically the questions you got

wrong.
Question Answer

ad B B B e

o




Mind Maps 10
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Identify knowledge Identify sub topics Branch off Use images & colour Put it somewhere visible
Select a topic you wish to Place the main topic in the Branch of your sub topics with Use images and colour to help Place completed mind maps in
revise. Have your class centre of your page and further detail. topics stick into your memory. places where you can see
notes/knowledge organisers identify sub topics that will them frequently.

ready. branch off. Try not to fill the page with too

much writing.

Avoid using too much information: mind maps are designed to summarise key information and connect

areas of a topic/subject. If you overcrowd the page, you lose the point of the mind map and will find it
harder to visualise the information when trying to recall it

Follow the 5 step process to create a mind map for 3 different topics of your choice.
You can also colour code the information you are confident with in one colour and
information that you are unsure about in another colour.




