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Boldon School

INHOVATE. FOCUS, ACHIEVE.

Happy Easter
Newsletter - April 2025

Head Teacher - Introduction

| wish to express my thanks to our parents and families for your
unwavering support throughout the academic year. Moving the
school forward requires positive collaboration with all stakeholders
and building positive relationships with families is key. We must
ensure that our students are attending, achieving and, most
importantly, happy and safe in school. Working together positively is
the foundation for students to thrive. Thank you for working with us.

Recently, as | am sure you are aware, we had our first Ofsted
inspection under the new leadership structure. The link is attached
if you are yet to read the report. The lead inspector was incredibly
complementary about the school and the recent changes that have
been made. He described the inspection as ‘a moment in time’,
meaning that the impact of the changes are yet to be seen. The
school continues on its journey, the inspection has supported the
school’s vision and has given leadership conviction to continue with
strategic changes, which are essential for positive outcomes for our
students. | would like to thank parents/carers for their comments in
the parent voice.

On a lighter note, | would like to congratulate our students on the
positives they bring to our school community. Our school production
‘Shrek’ was an outstanding success, the shows are incredible and
filled with talent. We have a number of sporting talents and
achievements, of which we are very proud.

Moving into the summer term, can you please encourage your
child/children to attend extra-curricular. We have a range of
activities that students can experience after school. It would be
fantastic to see more students there.

| wish you all a wonderful Easter break.

Mrs L Pippin
Head Teacher



Latest Ofsted Inspection Report - https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50272656

Attendance and Punctuality
As a school, we will be having a drive to improve the attendance and
punctuality of our students.
Key Facts:
Students who have 95% attendance at school improve their
outcomes at GCSE by two levels.
Students who are 15mins late per day is the equivalent to
missing two weeks of school.

Please can you encourage your child to attend school every day and
be on time. Students are required at line up every day for an 8.40am
start. Any students not at line up will incur a 30minute detention that
night. Parents/carers will be informed through class charts.

Punctuality Matters!

Lost Minuloes = Los! Lecming
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Lost Learning through Toilet Visits

Students are able to use the toilets in their designated break and
lunch times. Staff are requested to discourage students leaving
lessons to go to the toilet but understand that those with toilet
passes, and circumstances where it is not near to their lunch or
break time, allow them to go.

As a school, we are concerned with the amount of students who
are accessing these toilets up to two or three times extra to their
break and lunches per day- this is causing a lot of disruption to
lessons and, indeed, increasing the amount of learning lost by your
child. As you can appreciate, we would like them in the classroom
learning and receiving the best education every day.



After the Easter break, toilet visits will be logged on class
charts; this will enable parents/carers to see how frequent the
visits are (especially if this is medical as feedback for future
doctors appointments) and also parents/ carers the ability to
challenge the amount of learning lost per day.

Charity Football Match

Tickets are available to buy from school at £2 and also act as a
raffle ticket. Thank you to Arbeia Energy for sponsoring the Year 11
team strip.
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KICK OFF

BOLDON SCHOOLYRO VS YR 11
CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH IN MEMORY OF
KYE CUNNINGTON

South Shields FG

4:45PM: GATES OPEN
5:45PM: KICK OFF
HALF TIME: RAFFLE

Crossbar challenge, dizzy penalties
and lots of other games!

Refreshments will be available
to purchase from SSFC

Building  piore indo: 07904518747 Follow our social media =
: ; @BSBCIO



Tesco Fruit and Veg
The Tesco funding that we receive for free fruit and vegetables is
still very popular with our staff and students. Big thank you to Miss
Hanson for the weekly Tesco run and|distribution of the fruit, and
also for giving our students the opportunity to help. Some quotes
from students are:




Book Fair

The book fair has been a huge success
- as a school we have raised £698 for
the school to spend on new books for
our library. We have been overjoyed to
see the interest displayed by some of
our students and we would like to thank
everyone who has taken part in making
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success. Reading for pleasure

is a huge priority for us and it has been
fantastic to see so many students
quite literally buying in to this idea!

the fair



Creative Writing Club

Creative Writing club students recently entered a ‘Fright Fest’
creepy stories writing competition with Young Writers and 9 of
our students have been selected for their stories to be
published in an anthology. | am very proud of them and all of
their achievements this academic year. We have also more
than doubled our number of students getting the opportunity
to be published since our last competition as well as the
number of members in the club.

Mrs Egan-White

Ski Trip - Austria 2025

72 students across Years 8-11 have enjoyed another successful ski
trip. It was great to see the improvements over the 5 days with all
students progressing onto mountain runs. Their behaviour and
attitude was exceptional and they were all a credit to Boldon
School. Thank you to the school staff who gave up their time to
supervise the trip.
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CyberFirst School
Boldon School has earned recognition from the National Cyber

Security Centre, receiving a prestigious Bronze Award as a
CyberFirst School. Becoming

a CyberFirst  school
opens up incredible
opportunities for
our students, from
hands-on cyber security
challenges to career pathways
in one of the fastest-growing
industries. This award
recognises our commitment to
equipping young people with
the digital skills they need for

the future.



PE and Sport

Please see our separate PE newsletter to read about
all of the sporting achievements from this term.

)
//’u.r
National Apprenticeship Week

For National Apprenticeship Week, all students had a
meaningful encounter with a professional from the world of
work. Students from Years 7-9 completed enterprise activities,
working together to create and present a sales pitch. Years 10
and 11 had several interviews with feedback so that their
technique and confidence developed throughout the sessions.
All year groups received assemblies from outside speakers on
apprentice pathways and opportunities.

Learning Mentors Updates
School Garden.
The school received some funding to improve our garden.
Val and students have been working hard making
improvements and learning different life skills.



A A A

Powburn - March 2025.

Another successful trip to Powburn for some of our students.
The next trip to Powburn will be in May at a cost of £50 per
student. Those wanting to go must have excellent attendance
without any behaviour points on Class Charts. There will be
another opportunity to attend Powburn in November. Please
see Val for

further information.



Humanities Trips
The Humanities department have offered a range of experiences

this term, including trips and inviting companies into school to
deliver workshops.

Our Year 10 and 11 travel students have been visiting the Aviation
centre at Newcastle College and during this visit; they experienced
life in the airline industry and had a hands on experience to how
Newcastle Airport operates.

Back in January, our Year 9 Historians took part in an Anne Frank
Exhibition, to reflect on Holocaust Memorial day. Thirteen of our
Year 9 students led the exhibition, delivering information about their
lives to their peers.

Last week, our Year 10 and 11 historians participated
enthusiastically in a Health and the People workshop delivered by
Zeigiest tours. The workshop brought the curriculum to life with the
students participating in a live surgery demonstration and
pretending to be the characters they learn about in the curriculum.

Finally, our Year 7 historians visited the ‘Terrible Tudors Horrible
Histories’” show at the Sunderland Empire. This was an exciting
morning and a real opportunity for students to see the Tudor time
period brought to life.



Support and Information
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The Alice Ruggles Trust was set up in memory of Alice, who is from
the Leicestershire area, after a campaign of controlling behaviour
and stalking led to her tragic murder in Gateshead. Her story is
used to raise awareness amongst young people, to teach them
about the risks associated with stalking and to empower them with
the knowledge to seek help and report it.

We are aware that this is a difficult topic but it is one that is vitally
important to address. According to the Crime Survey of England
and Wales 220,000 young people aged 16-19 experienced stalking
in 2020. As a school, we are committed to supporting our students
in developing healthy attitudes to relationships and supporting their
emotional well-being.

This week, Year 11s had the opportunity to learn about Alice’s story
and the dangers of stalking. Years 9 and 10 will have the assembly
week commencing 16th June. You can find out more about the
Alice Ruggles Trust on their website:
https://www.alicerugglestrust.org/

Adolescence.

We wanted to share an important resource that may offer valuable
insight into the teenage experience following the Netflix
documentary: Adolescence. This thought-provoking documentary
explores the challenges that teenagers face during these formative
years; it covers key issues such as: identity, mental health, peer
pressure and the role of social media, all of which are crucial topics
for parents to understand as they guide their children through this
period of growth. As a school, we are committed to supporting the
well-being and development of our students and we encourage you
to watch this documentary to gain a deeper understanding of what
your child might be going through. It can serve as a great
conversation-starter, helping you connect with your teenager in a
meaningful way and encourage open discussions about their
experiences.

Support and Information



Social Media.

We are aware that many of our students use social media regularly.
Below are the ages for social media apps:

Snapchat 13+

Whatsapp 13+

Facebook 13+

Instagram 13+

TikTok 13+

Social Media platforms such as Snapchat give users the option to
share their location. If shared publicly, this could be seen by
someone the child doesn’'t know and can increase the risk of the
child being a victim of stalking or unwanted contact.

We recommend parents regularly check their child’s social media
accounts and ensure that they have the appropriate settings
enabled to ensure their child's online safety.
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Reporting a Concern.

If you have any concerns about the safety and/or welfare of a child
or young person, telephone the Social Care Team on 0191
4245010. Outside of office hours, please contact the Emergency
Out of Hours Team on: 0191 4562093. You can contact the school
and speak with one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads for
further advice.

Easter Activities






